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was able, a rigid economy ; in restoring and fostering
those sources of national wealth which had been
choked or neglected during a generation of mis-
government and anarchy. He was laborious, clear-
headed, endowed with indomitable energy. When
conscious of the King's approval and support, his
unbounded self-esteem and self-confidence made him
as careless of giving offence to the most powerful
noble as to the humblest officer of the revenue.
" He treats all alike, worthy or unworthy, good and
bad, deserving or undeserving, great and small; re-
ceives, or rather scorns, all with the same scowling
face/' wrote Casaubon to Scaliger, But this chur-
lish and disobliging temper was of real service to the
State, when it was necessary to disregard so many
vested interests in fraud and robbery.

Rosny was one of the committee of the council
to whom the King entrusted the management of the
finances, after the death of Francis D'O- His zeal,
his determination to inquire into everything, above
all his honesty, were insupportable to his colleagues.
Finding himself thwarted at every turn by their
ill-will, he withdrew from the board to be sent back
with enlarged powers and promises of support. For
the King was convinced of the dishonesty of his op-
ponents and influenced in his favour by Gabrielle
d'Estrdes, who had been courted by Rosny and who
was eager to avenge on his rival Sancy the ridicule
he had thrown on her ambitious hope of sharing her
lover's throne. Rosny's energy supplied the money
which made it possible to retake Amiens and re-
lieved the King's most pressing needs, by compelling
the farmers of the taxes and other harpies to dis-